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Shofner: <i>Florida’s ’French’ Revolution, 1793-1795</i> by Charles E. Ben

ordered them destroyed and moved his guns and men ashore to incorporate them in the land
defenses. In the long run his sacrifice was futile. The British could neither find spare ships for
action in the Gulf nor reinforce the garrison of Pensacola. The city capitulated May 9. Captain
Deans was made prisoner and remained a hostage in the hands of the Spanish until the end of the
war.
At best logs are dull and repetitious. In recognition of this fact introductory chapters written by
Robert R. Rea provide explanations of the situation along the Gulf coast during the Revolution, a
reconstructed description of the Mentor, a short sketch of the officers and crew, and a very
interesting description of the Mentor’s log. They do much to add meaning to the austere entries
found in the log itself. Unfortunately, the printers have fouled up the notes following the
explanatory chapters. Several pages are either missing or misnumbered. An appended glossary of
"Names and Technical Terms" is very helpful for readers not familiar with eighteenth century
naval terminology. An unnecessary but interesting account of Captain Deans’ naval career after
his capture is included in the first chapter. It includes the fact that a court martial of seven
officers convened at his request to investigate his actions at Pensacola completely exonerated
him. One of the members of the court was Horatio Nelson. After a long period in semi-retirement
at half pay the Mentor’s captain was elevated to the rank of "Admiral of the White" on the retired
list.
Baxter Billingsley
Florida’s ’French’ Revolution, 1793-1795. By Charles E. Bennett. Gainesville, Florida. 1981.
University Presses of Florida. Maps. Photographs. Notes. Appendix. Bibliography. Index. Cloth.
Most students of United States history are generally aware of "Citizen" Genet’s audacious
efforts to launch invasions of Spanish Florida from the United States during the early 1790s, and
of his ultimate fate when a new revolutionary regime came to power in France. Congressman
Bennett has investigated the episode from the vantage point of the Spanish-American border and
its effects on Americans who had recently accepted Spain’s invitation to settle in Florida. He has
used the requisite supporting materials, but the testimony elicited from alleged conspirators John
McIntosh, Richard Lang, Abner Hammond, John Peter Wagnon, William Jones, and William
Plowden by Governor Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada’s officials and depositions from several
witnesses constitute the basis and critical source for the book.
The first four chapters portray the complex military and diplomatic activities preceding Spain’s
reoccupation of Florida in the 1780s, Spain’s effort to populate the province by making it
attractive to Americans, "Citizen" Genet’s efforts to include George Rogers Clark, Elijah Clark,
Samuel Hammond and others in his audacious scheme, and the exposure of plans for a rebellion
by Richard Lang and Abner Hammond.
In chapters five through eleven, the testimony of the accused and several witnesses is so
arranged as to reconstruct the events of the widely rumored conspiracy of the Americans to
revolt in the context of the Spanish government’s efforts to ascertain whether there was such a
conspiracy and who was involved in it.
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Chapter twelve is concerned with the heroic efforts of Sarah McIntosh, the near blind wife of
John McIntosh, to free her husband from Morro Castle where he was held for nearly a year after
the investigation was concluded. Chapter thirteen, entitled "Path of the Peddler," places the
Indian traders of the region and their incessant rivalries in the context of the border struggle. The
trading firm of Samuel and Abner Hammond of Savannah was apparently interested in replacing
Panton, Leslie and Company in its role as provisioner for the Indians along the
Spanish-American border. This appears to have been the primary motive of Samuel Hammond in
supporting Genet’s efforts.
The next chapter deals with the conclusion of the investigation of 1794. Lang, Plowden,
Wagnon, and Jones were released for insufficient evidence. Although admitting that there was
little evidence of their collusion, McIntosh and Hammond were held for "reason of state" before
finally being freed nearly a year later.
The final two chapters depict the dissolution of the rebellious forces. Even though some of the
rebels captured the Spanish fort at Juana, they were driven out in 1795. Elijah Clark migrated to
west Georgia and others relocated north of the border. Samuel Hammond was still conspiring in
the late 1790s and John McIntosh engaged in the rebellion of 1812.
The book is an account of a minor affair, but it casts considerably light on the conflicting
interests of men and nations along the Spanish-American border in those turbulent years when
Europe was torn by the French Revolution and the United States was beginning to be a nation.
Jerrell H. Shofner
George Gauld: Surveyor and Cartographer of the Gulf Coast. By John D. Ware. Revised and
Completed by Robert R. Rea. Gainesville, 1982. The University Presses of Florida. Plates. Maps.
Bibliography. Index. Pp. xx, 251. Cloth.
The first Spanish period (1513-1763) gave us a little knowledge of Florida, mostly political and
religious. The land, the shores, the flora and fauna were hardly reported. When in 1763 England
acquired Florida as a trade for conquered Havana the English government realized that its
knowledge of this new land was minimal. The remedy gave us much more concrete information
about Florida. George Gauld’s task provided part of this data. It is a pioneer work and is in some
way a semi-classic for its long usefulness. Gauld emerges as an accomplished scientist with a
graceful pen and a diversified knowledge that contrasts with that of the modern technocrat. To be
sure, he is one of those figures of the past who is often considered uninteresting and minor since
his work is too regional and too technical for the historian’s interest.
Historical geography remains neglected. It should not be. We are indebted to the late John
Ware, an expert in Naval surveys, for lifting John Gauld from obscurity and giving Florida
history a new vital study.
Gauld was from Scotland, born to modest means but winning a scholarship to Kings College.
As a student he secured a job in 1757 as a school master in the English navy stationed aboard
ship. After receiving his degree he continued in the navy as a coastal surveyor, a task he
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